
Make your plans now to join us in Oriental for the 36th Annual Croaker Festival, “Embrace 
Your Volunteer Spirit” on July 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. This Year we honor the Oriental Women’s Club 
who celebrates their 100th year of Service to our community.  Ms. Fay Bond and Ms. Carol 
McAdoo, Co-Presidents will serve as Grand Marshall’s of this year’s parade. 

 On Friday at 4:00 pm the festival will begin with the firing of ceremonial cannon. This cannon 
is a reproduction of a 1782 English howitzer cast by the Royal Brass Foundry and will be on 
display before and after the firing.  Please be aware that the cannon will emit a tremendous 
sound so you are encouraged to have ear plugs or other devices to deafen the sound as well as 
hearing devices adjusted appropriately. 

 The Opening Ceremonies will follow on the main stage with our new Mayor, Sally Belangia 
and Town Manager, Diane Miller delivering the Welcome Speech. Our Pamlico Band and 
Chorale will perform Patriotic Songs to get us all in the mood for the July 4th celebration 
weekend.  The Little Miss Minnow and the Croaker Queen Pageant highlight the evening and 
has been a Croaker Festival tradition for many years.  Scholarships are awarded to the 
winners of the Queen pageant to help further their education. The Bake Sale items will be on 
sale after the contest so be sure to get your entries in beside the main stage prior to 4:00. 
Proceeds from this contest go to the Jerusalem fund which helps needy citizens in our 
community. To end the evening put on your dancing shoes and dance to the music of “Hard 
Livin” a Southern Rock band.  

On Saturday make your way to stake out your spot for the Parade.  Our Parade Master, Paul 
Fairbank, is looking for entries in this year’s parade so please get creative out there and put 
together a float, tractor, bicycle, or whatever floats your boat and enter.  You can reach Paul 
at the Village Hardware. Trophies are presented to the parade winners by the Ladies of the 
Neuse. 

After the Parade head down to the Oriental waterfront festival grounds, there you will find 
vendors of all types of crafts and food galore.  The Croaker Booth is located on the corner of 
South Avenue and Freemason. There you can get information on the festival as well as an 
official Croaker Festival T-shirt.  Sit in the shade of the old oak trees while you dine and listen 
to live music all day under the covered pavilion.  Saltwater Acoustics start the festival off 
followed by the Rusty Nails, The Moore Creek Boys, Rockn’ Horse, Zumba demonstration, and 
to top the night off, “The Bryan Mayer Band”. 

Make sure to head down to High street and visit Flora and Jeff who provide free games for the 
kids, sing karaoke with Diane Dees, and try your hand at the hula hoops.  Heartworks’ kids 
carnival will be extra exciting this year with the traditional bounce houses and rides for kids 
and adults. New rides to the festival are the Pirates Revenge and the Boomerang, both will be 
sure to keep you thrilled and entertained. Tickets will be on sale at the site for all of the 
rides.  Proceeds go to Heartwork’s who continue to do marvelous work with the 
underprivileged youth in our county. A Sports Car Classic Car show will displayed along the 
waterfront.  The Kid’s coloring contest winner will be announced on the main stage at 4:00. 
You may find the template on the website or pick up one that day at the Croaker Booth.  All 
entries must be turned in by 3:00 at the Croaker Booth. Awards for this activity are made by 
Turtle Midyette. 



 Gary Shelton will be performing three magic shows so make sure you catch one, he is 
amazing  and will be sure to keep you entertained and amazed at his talent. The admission to 
the shows is free and his tent will be located on High street. 

Finish off your evening with viewing magnificent fireworks over the Oriental harbor.  The 
Croaker Festival would like to give a heartfelt thank you to Chris and Debbie Fulcher for the 
use of their beautiful property on Windmill Point so plan your parties accordingly to get the 
best view! You can help with the cost of the fireworks by buying a sparkle on our webpage, 
croakerfestival.com or by donation to P.O. Box 1067, Oriental, N.C. 28571. In order to be 
recognized in the program donations must be in by June 15th.  

 On Sunday please join the Oriental Community worship service at Lou Mac Park. This year the 
Croaker Festival will continue on Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm for an afternoon of Gospel 
singing, organized by Dr. Charles Mosely, pastor of the Oriental Methodist Church. So bring 
your family, sit by the Neuse and enjoy some good ole fashion Gospel Music.   

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank all of the volunteers that were 
associated with the organization of this year’s festival.  Your hard work is enjoyed by the 
many of visitors that we have at the festival; memories are made, new friendships occur, our 
businesses flourish, life is great in Oriental!  

To the businesses and townspeople of Oriental, Program Advertisers, Sponsors, and Vendors, a 
big Thank You for your support of the festival ! 

Warm Regards,  

Cheryl


