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ORIENTAL TOWN BOARD REGULAR MEETING 
Tuesday, May 12, 2026 6PM  
507 Church Street, Oriental, NC  
Mayor Pro Tempore Paul Jordan officiating 

 
The Town Board of Oriental regular meeting was held on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, and 

was called to order at 6 PM.  Mayor Pro Tempore Jordan determined a quorum to be present. 
The meeting was open to the public.  All documents for the meeting were available through the 
Town’s website at www.TownofOriental.com. Mayor Belangia was absent. 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order. A quorum of commissioners was present. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Approval of Agenda 
A motion was made to amend the agenda to include a Resolution of Appreciation for Josh Kali 
following the Consent Agenda. 
Motion: IC: Amend the agenda to include the Resolution of Appreciation for Josh Kali. 
Second:LO Motion seconded. Vote: Approved unanimously. 

 
Public Comment 
Eileen Denmark – 414 High Street 
Ms. Penmark spoke in support of proposed parking changes near Lupton Park and Mildred 
Street. She explained that vehicles parked opposite residential driveways often make it difficult 
for residents to safely back out, sometimes requiring multiple-point turns or driving across lawns 
to exit. She stated support for low-profile signage and appreciated the Board’s consideration of 
the matter. 
Allison Deweese 
Ms. Deweese commented on parking concerns related to events in town and noted the limited 
parking available in the downtown area. She expressed support for restricting parking to one side 
of certain streets rather than eliminating parking entirely. She also raised concerns about vehicles 
parking near the yellow curb area by Broad Street during food truck events, stating that the 
situation has caused traffic backups and near accidents. 

 
Swearing-In of Officer Michael DeStefano 
Police Chief Wichrowski introduced Officer Michael DeStefano and welcomed him to the 
Oriental Police Department. Chief Wichrowski noted Officer DeStefano’s twelve years of law 
enforcement experience, including prior service with the Jones County Sheriff’s Office and 
Riverbend. 
Officer DeStefano was formally sworn in as a police officer for the Town of Oriental. 
The Board welcomed Officer DeStefano to the community and police department. 

 
Consent Agenda 
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Motion: CM: Approve the Consent Agenda. Second: IC: Motion seconded. Vote: Approved 
unanimously. 

 
Resolution of Appreciation – Josh Kali 
A Resolution of Appreciation honoring Josh Kali for completing his circumnavigation voyage 
was presented. 
The resolution recognized Mr. Kali’s completion of the McIntyre Mini Globe Race aboard the 
nineteen-foot SV Skookum and proclaimed May 13, 2026, as “Josh Kali Day” in the Town of 
Oriental. 
Motion: CM: Adopt the Resolution of Appreciation for Josh Kali. Second: LO: Motion 
seconded. Vote: Approved unanimously. 

 
Public Hearing – Special Use Permit Application 
Short-Term Rental – 505 Mildred Street 
The Board opened a public hearing regarding a Special Use Permit application for a short-term 
rental at 505 Mildred Street. 
Manager Miller explains the process. Is there a motion to open the public hearing for public 
comment? IC. Second CM. The motion is approved  
PJ: Does the applicant have any comments regarding this request? Is the applicant here? They're 
not. They're not here  
The town commissioner shall issue the requested permit unless the permit is not within its 
jurisdiction. Does the public have any comment on jurisdiction of the application? Are there any 
commissioner questions?  
The application is incomplete and the application has been deemed complete by the land use 
administrator and the planning board. Does the public have any comment on the completeness of 
the application? Are there any commissioner comments?  
If completed as proposed Will not comply with-- Will the application not comply with one more 
requirements of this chapter of the GMO? Does the public have any evidence to offer concerning 
compliance with the GMO? Are there any commissioner questions?  
Will it materially endanger public health or safety? Does any member of the public have any 
comment on endangerment of public health and safety? Are there any commissioner comments? 
Will it substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property? Does any member of the 
public have any evidence to offer that indicates the project will injure the value of adjoining or 
abutting property? Are there any commissioner comments?  
Will it not be in harmony with existing uses, development in the area? Does any member of the 
public have any evidence that the project is not in harmony with existing uses in the area? Are 
there any commissioner questions? Will it not be in conformity with the land use plan or other 
plan officially adopted by the town? Does any member of the public have any evidence that the 
project is not in conformity with existing plans?  
And does any commissioner have a comment or a question? Are there any other commissioner 
comments or questions regarding this application? Hearing none, is there a motion to close the 
public hearing? IC. And a second LO. All in favor of closing the public hearing? Aye. The 
motion passes.  
 
With the public hearing being closed, PJ moves that we approve the special use permit for a 
short-term rental at 505 Mildred Street, because according to the land use administrator, the 
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application is complete, the parcel is within jurisdiction, it is compliant with the GMO. Granting 
the application will not endanger public health or safety, will not injure property values, and is in 
harmony with existing uses in the area, and is in conformity with the land use plan or other plans 
officially adopted by the town. CM:second. All in favor? Aye. The special use permit is 
approved. 

 
Auxiliary Board Reports 
Business and Tourism Comments 
Comments were shared regarding the positive economic impact of the NC Cycle event and 
visiting boaters traveling the Great Loop. Local businesses reported increased activity and 
visitors expressed appreciation for Oriental’s atmosphere, hospitality, and waterfront amenities� 
Water Advisory Board Report 
Roger provided an update on ongoing water system projects, including: 

 Replacement of 47 valves throughout the water system. 
 Coordination with engineers and contractors regarding installation timelines. 
 Anticipated project activity following the July 4 holiday. 
 Booster station improvements on White Farm Road. 
 Progress on water station renovation design work. 
 Continued review of project funding and scope adjustments. 

Commissioners thanked the Water Advisory Board for its work advancing the projects. 
Cleanup Day Reminder 
A reminder was given regarding the upcoming cleanup day at Lupton Park. 

 
Manager’s Report 
Town Manager Diane Miller provided updates on several ongoing town matters, including: 

 Water system insertion valve projects and related shutdown planning. 
 Current water system disinfection burnout period through May 20. 
 Upcoming budget workshop scheduled for May 14. 
 Harbor Festival fireworks and July 4 bridge closure information. 
 Bulk pickup day reminders. 
 National Police Week recognition. 
 Donation of a bike rack from Loved and Lost. 
 Receipt of approximately $106,000 in funding related to prior efforts. 
 Legislative and coastal regulatory matters affecting local governments. 

The Board also discussed allocation and transfer of certain project funds. 
Motion: CM: Approve the manager’s funding request as presented to immediately start new 
officer health insurance. Second: DM: Motion seconded. Vote: Approved unanimously. 

 
Budget Amendment 
The Town Manager presented a budget amendment. One was to move funds into Sanitation as 
the manager predicted, it will run short, taken from Drainage Maintenance. Increase in health ins 
and phone expense in Water fund, from Misc. Expense. 
Motion: DM: Approve the budget amendment. Second: IC: Motion seconded. Vote: Approved 
unanimously. 
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Traffic and Parking Discussion 
Church Street Parking 
The Board discussed safety concerns regarding parking on both sides of Church Street, 
particularly for emergency vehicle access. 
After review with Police Chief Wichrowski, staff recommended restricting parking to one side of 
Church Street between Third Street and Broad Street. 
Motion: IC: Direct the Town Manager to amend the traffic ordinance to establish no parking on 
one side of Church Street from Third Street to Broad Street for future Board consideration. 
Second: CM: Motion seconded. Vote: Approved unanimously. 
Lupton Park Parking Concerns 
The Board discussed parking concerns around Lupton Park affecting residential driveways. 
Staff recommended establishing limited no-parking areas adjacent to affected driveways to 
improve safety and access while maintaining overall parking availability. 
Motion: CM: Direct the Town Manager to amend the traffic ordinance to provide for no-parking 
signage around affected driveways near Lupton Park as presented. Second: IC: Motion 
seconded. Vote: Approved unanimously. 

 
Public Hearing – FY 2026-2027 Budget and Fee Schedule 
The Board discussed scheduling a public hearing regarding the FY 2026-2027 budget, fee 
schedule, advisory board schedules, and meeting schedules. 
The public hearing was scheduled for June 9, 2026. 
The Board also confirmed a budget meeting scheduled for June 25, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
Motion: DM: Establish a public hearing for the FY 2026-2027 Budget and Fee Schedule for 
June 9, 2026. Second: LO: Motion seconded. Vote: Approved unanimously. 

 
Police Report 
Chief Wichrowski reviewed the monthly police report and discussed the hiring process for 
Officer Michael DeStefano. He noted that recruitment efforts through law enforcement 
networking and social media resulted in several qualified applicants. 
Commissioners thanked Chief Wichrowski for his work during the hiring process. 

 
Commissioner Comments 
Commissioners encouraged public participation in ongoing budget workshops and acknowledged 
concerns regarding recent property tax revaluations. 
Comments were also made regarding: 

 Efforts to maintain a revenue-neutral tax rate where possible. 
 Healthcare cost increases and budget pressures. 
 Public outreach concerning tax relief programs for qualifying residents. 
 Appreciation for community involvement. 
 Tax Rate at the Town is minimal compared to the County: was $.22 Town, $.645 County, 

which means ¾ of your property tax goes to the County. 
It was announced that the Josh Kali proclamation would be presented at Town Dock the 
following day. 

 
Adjournment 
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Motion: Adjourn the meeting. Second: Motion seconded. Vote: Approved unanimously. 
The meeting was adjourned. 
Adjourn DM Makes a Motion to adjourn at 7:14PM.  IC seconds. 4-0.  
 
______________________________ 
Paul Jordan, Mayor Pro Tempore 
       ______________________________ 
       Diane H. Miller, Town Manager/Clerk 
 
 
Approved: ____________________, 2026 
 
























