
















































































Pier & Docking Facility Length 
Limitations 
Source: 15A NCAC 07H .1200–.1205 — General Permit for Construction of Piers and Docking Facilities in 
Estuarine and Public Trust Waters and Ocean Hazard Areas 

Absolute Maximum Length 
• Piers/docking facilities cannot extend more than 400 feet waterward from the normal high water line/normal 

water level. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(a) 

Consistency with Established Shoreline Pattern 
• A pier/docking facility cannot extend beyond the established pier length along the same shoreline for similar 

use. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(b) 

• Exception: this restriction does not apply to piers/docks 100 feet or less, unless needed to avoid blocking 
navigation routes or interfering with access to adjoining properties. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(b) 

Justification Required for Length Over 200 Feet 
• Piers/docks longer than 200 feet are only permitted if the extra length either (1) provides access to water at least 

1 additional foot deep per 100-foot increment beyond 200 ft, or (2) is necessary to span an obstruction to 
navigation. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(c) 

• Length measurements are taken from the waterward edge of any coastal wetland vegetation bordering the water 
body. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(c) 

Width Relative to the Waterway (“1/4 Width Rule”) 
• A pier/docking facility cannot exceed 1/4 the width of a natural water body, human-made canal, or basin. — 

15A NCAC 07H .1205(p) 

• Width is measured from the waterward edge of any bordering coastal wetland vegetation. — 15A NCAC 07H 
.1205(p) 

• Exception: the 1/4 rule does not apply when the proposed pier is located between longer neighboring structures 
within 200 feet of the applicant's property. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(p) 

• Even under that exception, the pier cannot exceed the pier head line established by adjacent piers/docks, or 1/3 
the width of the water body, whichever applies. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(p) 

• If a perpendicular alignment is not possible due to shoreline shape, the pier must be aligned to meet the rule's 
intent as closely as practicable. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(p) 

Setback Requirements (Affects Usable Length/Placement) 
• Piers/docking facilities cannot interfere with riparian access and must maintain a minimum 15-foot setback 

between the structure and the adjacent property lines extended into the water. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(q) 

• This setback may be waived by written agreement of the adjacent riparian owner(s), or automatically satisfied 
when adjoining owners are co-applicants. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(q) 

Width & Height of the Structure Itself 
• Piers shall be no wider than 6 feet and elevated at least 3 feet above any coastal wetland substrate, measured 

from the bottom of the decking. — 15A NCAC 07H .1205(d) 

 



This summary is provided for general reference. Always confirm current rule text with the NC Division of Coastal Management, 
as regulations are subject to amendment. 
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